
iH irilll in M M>N I I IM ' 1JI>N 



Air Conimothirf* His HiKljncs*;, Raj Rnjrsinvnr Snrnmnci 
RajaM-Hind Maharaja Dhiraj SHRf SIR UMAID SINGH Ji SAHIB BAHADUR, 
G.C.S.l., G.C.I.R., K.C.V.O., A.D.C., LUX 






JODHPUR’S CONTRIBUTION TO VICTORY. 


()h(fpter 


(Y)NTKNT.S. 


FOREWORD. 




3. .Iodhpuh'.s W.\r Effort at a olaxce 
n. The Jodhpur State For('KS 
ID. Rec'ruit.ment for the Defence 
IV. Air Tr.mning ('ENTiuQ .. ^V-' 

V. The Xationae ^VAR Front . .\ • / 

^ *J ... . 

VI. Jodhpur Railway's part jn tjie War' 
Effort . . 

VTT. Jodhpur's Red C'ross activities 

VIII. The Road House Canteen 

JX. The Jodhpur Ho.stel fur Offjcers at 
’‘Arran^iore’’ in Ootacamund 

X . Wartime Controls 





ClTAPTEH IT. 

THE JODHPUR. STATE FORCES. 

At tlic outbreak of war on Sc])toinl)er 3rd, 1939, tlic 
Jodhpur State. Forces consisted of tlic Jodh] 3 ur Sardai- 
Rissala (lator designated the .]odli]Mir Lancers), the Jodh])ur 
Sardar Tnfantry. the .Jodhjuir Mule Troop, and tJie Fort 
Guard. During the years of war, the State Army was 
expanded to alioui. lour ihnes its ])re-war strength, an 
expansion, whicli is ludievi'd 1o he as great as, if not gi’oatcr 
than tliat of any otlu'r State I'^irces in India. Tlic 2nd 
Jodhpur infantry, tlie .3rd ,Iodh])ur Infantry, and tlic 
JodJipur liodyguard Sijiiadron wci'e I’aised, wliile the 
Jodhpur Jjancers Training (’ontre and the Jofllijmr Infantry 
Training (?e.n'(.r(n botli of which arrr of greater strength in 
niunbcrs tlian tludr jianmt units, were created. In addition, 
No: 54 (Jodh])ur) General Purjioses 3’rans])ort Conpiany, 
R.I.A.S.C., was raised in the State, and was entirely 
composed of men of the. .lodhpur Stale, cxcejit for the 
Commanding Officer and one other Officer, who belonged 
to tlie Indian Army. It can be readily nnder.Toofl that 
this very big exjiansion neccssitatcfl much harfl woi'k for 
all concerned and a larnc cxjxmfliturc of mom-y by the 
State. 


His Highness the Maharaja Sahib Bahadur was 
Commander -in-Chief. while Brigadier (now !\ra joi’-Genoral) 
R-.C. Duncan, !M.V.O., O.B.E.. was Commandant, Jodhpur 
State Forces, throughout the war. 


The Jodhpur Lancers. 


were reeeivea 


In November 1939, warning orders . - ^ 

the Jodhpur Lancers to move into Bnti.sii 
1st Indian Cavah'v Brigade at Ri-salpur on tne ^ 

Frontier, and the regiment left Jorinpur at tee 




for juiigle warfare training/ but in March, orders were 
received for the regiment to proceed overseas to join 
Paiforce in Iran. 

The Jodhpur Lancers left Bombay in April 1943, dis- 
embarking at Basra, and then moving to the Iranian oil- 
fields. Since then, it has been carrying out guard duties 
on the road to Teheran and also at the oilfields. 

The Jodhpur Sardar Infantry. 

The Jodhpur Sardar Infantr^^^ left Jodhpur in October 
1940 for Nowshera, and, after a ]Deriod of training there, 
then moved to Quetta where it was only a short time before 
proceeding overseas in June 1941. It disembarked at 
Massawa whence it moved to Asmara, the capital of Eritrea, 
where it was employed for some 8 months on guard duties. 
It spent a few months at Adiugri on the Abbysinnian border, 
and was then moved to Massawa for guard duties, where 
it. remained until April, 1942. 

In April it went to Egypt, being stationed at Faiyid on 
the Suez Canal, again being employed in guarding prisoners 
of war and ordnance and supply depots. An important 
job but a most monotonous one. 

However, in June 1943, it was selected to form part of 
No: 35 Beach Group (Combined Operations). After a period of 
intensive training in Syria and the Combined Operations 
Training Centre in Egypt, it embarked at Alexandria and 
j)roceeded to Sfax in Tunisia, moving bj?" rail to Bougie in 
Algeria, where it joined the 10th Corps in the 5th Army. 

The 5th Army collected at Bizerta at the end of August, 
and while there, the battalion had its first taste of attack 
from the air, and suffered some casualties in a severe air 
raid. Early hi September 1943, it sailed with the rest of 
the army for the invasion of Italy and took part in the 
landing at Salerno. It had a most difficult and arduous 
21 days on the beaches of Salerno, during which it was 
jected to attacks from the ah’ and artillery, mortar, and 



small arms fire, but it carried out its duties splendidly, 
and achieved a groat name. For their gallantiu' at Salerno, 
Major Bam Singh was av.*arded the D.S.O., Major Dimgar 
Singh the Jemadar Ganga Bam the !M.B.E.. Havildar 

Bhura Pvam, Maik Shaitan Singii and L Maik Kishore Singh 
the while 13 officers and otlier ranks were mentioned 

in desiDatches. 

The battalion was then moved across to Eastern Italy 
where the companies wore employed in guarding installa- 
tions at Bari, Barletta, Fogtria, Vasto. Sangro Bar, and 
Termoii, and on L of C duties for several months. 

Later, the battalion was collected tocrether and was sent 

- 

to Syracuse, Sicily, for a period of training. 

At the end of 1914, it was tln-n moverl forward to the 
front and joined the 10th Indian Infantry Brigade of the 
10th Indian Division. It took ]>art in all tlic fighting 
during the last 5 months of the Italian eam])aign, and did 
exceptionally well. Jemadar Parblni Singh was given the 
immediate award of the M.G. for gallantry, and many other 
men of the battalion have been recommended for awards. 

In ilay 1945, the ijattalion left Italy for Egypt where 
it was for about 2 months before rctuming to India. 

The Jodhpur Lancers TrahuiKj Centre. 

The Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre has been 
commanded h.y Lt.-Colonel Thakur Zabar Singh, IM.B.E., 
throughout the u-ar. 

On the outbreak of war, there was a liorsed training 
.^quadron. On the mechanisation of the Jodhpiu* Lancers 
1941, the training unit at Jodhpur became the 
Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre. 

Excelleut garages, workshops, model rooms, crew control 
room, signailirig rooms, education rooms, a wasliiiig plat-form 
n ramp are been constructed at a heavy cost to the State. 




On orders being received in February 194:1, for the 
reorganisation of the horsed Training Squadi’on to that of a 
mechanised Training Centre, Brigadier (now Major-General) 
R.C. Duncan, Lt. -Colonel Tliakur Zabar Singh, and some 
officers and N.C. Os proceeded on an unofficial visit to 
No: 1, I.A.C.T.C. Ferozeporc, to sec the general organisation 
and method of braining. 


Shortly after orders for reorganisation, a few service 
vehicles ■were received to augment some of our State lorries, 
and this number was later increased; 4 N. C. Os of the Indian 
Armoured Corps were lent for a few montlis to help us start 
off the training; automatic weapons were received gradually 
from arsenals; vacancies for officers and N.C.Os to attend 
courses at the Fighting Vehicles School, Ahmednagav, were 
given, and, by now, a considerable number of officers and 
N.C.Os have passed through that scliool. 

Otherwise, the entire reorganisation and training at 
the Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre has been carried out 
at Jodhpur without outside hell). 

The Standard of training is very high, and the keenness 
of aU is immense. 


Great credit is due to Lt. -Colonel Thakur Za])ar 8ingh, 
M.B.E., and liis officers and N.C.O. Instructors for tlic 
efficiency attained and for continual]}’’ maintaining a liiglj 
standard of training. 

The Jodhpur Infantry Training Centre. 

Trains and provides leinforceaicuts for the Jodbp' 
Sardar Infantry and the 2nd Jodhpur Infantry ar^V 
commanded by Lt.-Coloiiei Xnskur Jawahfr Singh, 


It is working to th 
maintained by Eescifi 
Army, with two 
Infantry Tr ain fry Cerri'. 
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Ah ill I lif‘ fiiHf fjf < lie .lofllipiir LfiiKTT.- Training Centre, 
llic. .Ifallipiir Inf.'intry 'IVaining Ccnlif li;i' been working at 
liigli preHsiire I In oiiglioul the war. aial excellent results 
ha VC been aelijovefl. 

^f’lie strength of the .lo<ih(Mir Jnlantiy 'Irainine Cenlie 
ha.M befui well over 1 men, so that its strength was greater 
t liaii its parent unit . 

'I’he .ioflhpin- .Mule 'I'roop, whieh is eni))loyed on Station 
duties, is attached tfj the dodhpur Infantry Training Centre. 

I'hc. 2nfl Jo(lhj)ur I nfa n! iif. 

d’he 2nd .Jodhpur Infantiy was i-aised by J3rigaflier 
(nc)W .Major-Cmiei'al) !!,('. Dunean umler the orders of His 
liigliness in .June 1040 as a Sl.ale S'ervier; unit to replace tlie 
.lodhi»ur Saivlai’ Infant ry v.hieli was under orders to leave 
l,lie Stat<‘. It was eommanded ])y Lt , -Colonel Heer tSingb. 

Jn the autumn of J94-1, it was offered for employment 
outside the fStato. It loft Jodh])ur in December 1941, and 
iwoecodod to Allahabad wliere Lt.-Colonel S.F. Martin, 
J.'jtli Punjab Pegiment, assumed command. It was em- 
]doyed there on Intcrjial .Sceuiity duties with one coinjaany 
on detachment at Benares. 

After .3 montlis at Allaliabad, the battalion was moved 
to Yol, Kangra Valley, Punjab, to guard Italian prisoners 
of war. It was just over one year at Yol, and it was then 
moved to Bengal. For G jnonths, it guarded 4 airfields 
of the U.tS.A.A.F., at Ondal, Pandaveshwar, Bishniipur, 
and Pannagarh, from which heavy bombers flew to Assam 
and Burma. 

It then moved to Calcutta where it has been stationed 
over since. The Battahon was employed there to provide 
escorts to prisoners, ammunition, supplies, etc., and 
parties of the 2nd Jodhpur Infantry'’ have been to such widely 
separated places as Colombo, Karaclii, Dellii, Lahore, and 
Manipur.^ It was at Calcutta when the Japanese carried 
out an air raid with about 43 planes in December, 1943. 





Its worlc lias been inisjiectacnlar and monotonous, but 
it lias carried out ever 3 ’i}liing it has been called upon to 
do, very well, and lias been most favourably reported on. 

In July 1945 Lieut. -Colonel llam Singh, D.S.O., was 
transferred from the Jodh]uir Sardar Infantry to command 
the 2nd .lodipmr Infantrv vice Lieut. -Colonel Martin, who 
was given another apjiointment elsewhere. 

The 3rd Jodhpur Jufcmfry. 

The 3rd Jodhpur Infantry was raised b)’' Biigadier 
(now Major-General) R.C. Duncan, under the orders of 
His Highness in December 1911 to rcjilace the 2nd Jodhpur 
Infantry as a State Service unit. It was commanded by 
Lieut.-Coloncl Rao Bahadur Hccr Singh. 

Within *1 months of its being raised, serious trouble 
occurred in Sind owing to d('])rcdations among the Hurs 
and a Statioiimaster and sonu* of the Station Staff of the 
-lodlipur Railway at Stations in Siiifl v’crc murdered. A 
company of the 3rd .lodh])ur Infantiy was sent at 24 hours 
notice to Sind to jirotcct si-ations of the Jodhjiur Railway 
in Sind and act as military guards to trains. This detach- 
ment was there for nearly 2 years, and did sjilendid work. 

However, its main duty has been in connection with 
the ]irotection of the A('rodrome and worksho]is at Jodhpur, 
and later at Salawa.s, approximately 150 men being em- 
ployed at the former and 50 at the later airfield. 

In addition, the 3rd Jodlipur Infantry jirovides all 
station guards and duties, ami has been called out on 
some occasions of local distiu’bancos in the City. 

The Jodhpur Bodifcjuard Hqiiadron. 

The Jodhpur Bodyguard Squadron was raised by 
Brigadier (now Major-General) R.C. Duncan, under the 
orders of His Highness in May 1941 , when orders were 
received for the mechanisation of the Jodhpur Lancer 



and the Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre. The first C.O. 
'was Captain Mangal Singh, and jie was succeeded in October 
1943 by Captain Achal Singh. 

Tiic Jodhpur Bodyguard Squadron is mounted on 
selected liorses from the Jodhpur Lancers and is probably 
the bcsl. mounted unit in India. 

It provides guards for the Palace, and lias been called 
out on some occasions of local disturbances when it has 
done excellent work. 

The Jodhjiur Demonstration Company. 

On a recpiest from General Headquarters, a Demons- 
tration Company was sent for emjiloyment at the Tactical 
School (India), Poona. This Comiiany is supplied by the 
Jodhpur Lifantry Training Centre. This was the finst 
time an Indian State unit had jirovided a Demonstration 
Company for this Indian Army School. 

On the move of the Tactical School to Dehra Dim, a 
battalion was required for Demonstration purposes, so 
our Company was transferred to the Indian ^lilitary 
Academy, Dehra Dun, as a Demonstration Company. 

No: 54 {Jodhpur) General Pujpose^ Transport Company. 

B. I. A. S. C. 

Li the autumn of 1940, the Government of India accepted 
the Jodlipur GovermnenPs offer to raise a complete Sl.T. 
Company for the R.I.A.S.C, 

The raising of this Company commenced at Jodhpur 
in October 1940, and ^vithin 2 months was ii]! to full sti'engrth 
(460 I.O.Rs). It is composed entnely of officers and men 
from Jodlipm State, with the exception of the Command- 
ing Officer and one other British Officer, 

On its formation some ISr,C,Os were transferred from 
the Jodlipur Lancers and Jodhpur Sardar Infantry, but 
the sepoy drivers were mainly raw recruits vdtli a small 
proportion of pensioners. 


It was accommodated iii a part of the Jodhnnr 
barracks, and it carried out its training at Jodhmr Tt 
was reported on as fit to carry out normal duties five 
after the first man was enrolled, and it left Jodlipur for 
Loralai 2 months later. ^ 

After a short period at Loralai. during whicli it carried 
out a convoy drive across country to the Persian Pnlf 
left for Iraq. It took part in the 'Iran opeiSrandtt 
carried out a remarhahle trij) from JIasra to North Iraa 
into SjTia, then into Palestine, and down to Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv and back, ,a distance over 2,500 miles, during which 
it did not lose a single man or vehicle. 

It was then cmjiloycd for nliout 0 months carryino’ leiid- 
lease stores and equipment to the Prussians, journeying 
very many times from Klianikin to ^’abriz. 

Later, it was moved to Ttalv, where it did excellent work 
tor over a year until the cessation of liostilities in Europe. 

It has been oxecjitionally well reported on throughout. 
The Liamn Office. 

A Chief Liaison Officer (Liciil 'olonel Singh) 

was appointed over a year ago on tlie staff of the Comman- 

‘Forces, witli 3 ^buring Officers to 
apiiointmont was created to watch 
of the dependent.s of soldiers of the 
to serving outside the State and 

T -^niiv. no Chief Lirnson Omce 

BcS to enquire aliont troubles, n aii^ 
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In conclusion, it may be stated that the Jodhpur State 
Forces have been expanded nearly four times their pre-war 
strength, an expansion, which is believed to be greater 
than that of anj’’ other State Forces in India. The Jodhpur 
Lancers was the first Cavalry or Infantry unit to leave its 
State and serve alongside the Crown Forces and the first 
State Cavalry Regiment to be selected for mechanisation, 
while the Jodhj)ur Sardar Infantry was the first Indian 
unit, either from the Indian Ai'my, or Indian States Forces, 
to land on the mainland of Europe. 

List of Officers and Lidian Otlier Ranks resident in 
Jodhpm’ State who have won decorations and distinctions 
for bravery on the field of battle. 

D. S. O. 

1. Major K. Ram Singh of village Hariadana, Pargana 

Bilara. 

M. C. 

1. No. 11468 Sub. Mangal Singh of village Nimbria. 

2. No. 11777-10 Sub. Kalyan Singh of village Dewatu, 

Pargana Shergarh, 

3. Subedar Hamath Singh of village Indokha,. Pargana 

Sambhar. 


L H. S. M. 

1. Jem. Jowahir Singh of village Jabra, Pargana 

Phalodi. 

2. No. 15241 Nk. Mangal Singh of village Solankia- 

talao, Pargana Shergarh. 

3. No. 12291 Hav. Mool Singh of village Ketu, Pargana 

Shergarh. 

4. No. 14836 Nk. Hem Singh of village Tena, Pargana 

Shergarh. 

5. No. 13304 L/Nk. Jagat Singh of village Bapini, Par- 

gana Phalodi, 
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6. No. 14835 L/Nk. Sagat Singh of village Gopalsat, 

Pargana Shergarli. 

7. No. 13690 Nk. Bega Ram of village Taiirau, Pargana 

Didwana. 

8. No. 15159 Nk. Bhopal Singh of village Suryari, 

Pargana Sojat. 

9. 12918 Hav, Phiila Ram of village Kasumbi, Pargana 

Didwana. 

10. No. 20386 L/Nk. Kalj^an Singh of village Nija- 

mathia, Pargana Shergarh. 

11. No. 14835 L/Nk. Kera Ram of village Nijamathia, 

Pargana Shergarh. 

12. No. 6198 L/Dfr. Bajid Khan of village Nijamathia, 

Pargana Shergarh. 

13. No. 6608 Sowar Aubdi Khan of village Nijamathia, 

Pargana Shergarh. 

14. Jemadar Mod Singh of village Suwaha, Pargana, 

Shergarh. 

15. Jemadar Surjan Singh of village Gelasar, Pargana 

Parbatsar. 

16. No. 14655 Hav. Punjraj Singh of village Tena, 

Pargana Shergarh. 

17. No. 20957 Nk. Dalpat Singh of village Solankia- 

talao, Pargana Shergarh. 

18. Jem. Bajid Khan of village Satana Pargana Merta. 

19. No. 6606 Sowar AUaudi Khan of village Chhoti 

Beri, Pargana Didwana. 

20. No. 4860 Sowar Alim Khan of village Cholunkha, 

Pargana Didwana. 

21. No. 20975 L/Nk. Hanwant Singh of village Bhalu, 

Pargana Shergarh. 

22. No. 100178 L/Hav. Guman Singh of village 

Shergarh, Pargana Shergarh. 

23. No. 18825 Rfn. Jogaram of village M. Lohawat, 

Pargana Phalodi. 
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M. B. B. (Militnry) 

1. Jomiular (ianga Ham of villaj'o Niinhri, 3’nrgann 
Pnriiatsar. 

.M. M. (Burma Italy) 

1. No. -.‘>7 10 Bill. I’armfslnvar Singh (P.urmn) of 
village Barhal^ar. I’argana Barlialsar. 

' 2 . No. l-h‘>S(> L Nk. Banidan Sinirh (Italy) of village 
'fajiur, Bargana SluTgarh. 

[]. No. 2l2(UU) llav. Knmha l\ani of \ illage Shergarli, 
Bargana SherL'arh. 

•t. No. *1100 17811 llav. Bitnra Bam resident of Bhopal 
Singliji-l;a-Nohra, .lodli jmr. 

0. No. 4204 1811 L,Nk, Kishore i^ingh of village 

Dcriya, Bargana Slicrgarli. 

1. 0. M. (2nd Claps) 

1. No. B“)0.‘)() L'Nk. Anop Siniili of villairo Khidcragaon, 

Bargana Bali, 

2. Jem. Bhojial Singh of vilkige Suriyari, Bargana 

Sojat. 

.3. Sub. Amar Singh of village Hariadana. Bargana 
Bilara. 

4. Jem. Aman Singli of village Behva, Bargana 
Shergarli. 

.5. Sub. Berisal Siniih of village Indroka, Bargana 
Jodlipiir. 

6. No. 14913 Hav. Sobh Singh of village Rainsod, 
Bargana Jodhpur. 




Visit of H- E. the Commeinder-in-Chief to Jodhpur in March 1945. 

Lett to right: — 

Lt.-Col. Zabar Singh, Commandant, J. L, T. C., 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 

His Highness the Mahaiaja Sahib Bahadur. 

Brigadier ( nov Major-General ) R, C, Duncan. Commandant, J. S. F. 



Chapter ni. 


RECRUITMENT FOR THE INDIAN ARMY, 

NAVY AND AIR FORCE. 

TECHNICAL RECRUITMENT. 

When Technical Recruitment was organised by the 
Governhient of India in early 1941, the Government of 
■Jodhpur appointed Rai Sahib Shah Goverdlian Lai Kabra 
as Honorary Assistant Technical Recruiting Officer for 
Jodhpur State. Two Civil Centres, one at the Jodhpm 
Railway Workshop and the other at the State Garage vdtli 
the respective strengths of 93 and 20 were started for train- 
ing tecluiicians under the Teclniical Training Scheme of 
the Labour Department of the Government of India. A 
big building with wide open spaces in the neighbourhood 
to be used for games, etc. was provided free of cost by the 
Jodhpur Government for housing the Technical Trainees 
who received their training at the Railway Workshop. 
This Centre was, however, converted into a Civmil Centre 
in April 1942 and still continues to function as such, but 
with an increased strength of 206. In June 1941, a National 
Service Labour Tribunal was organised for the Jodlipur 
State. The Manager, Jodhpur Railway was made its 
Chairman, Rai Sahib Shah Goverdlian Lai Kabra, the 
Honorary Secretary and Messrs. J. H. Stirling, Loco and 
Carriage Superintendent and A. R. Rebello, Auditor of 
Accounts, Jodhpur Railway, members. 

Ill order to accelerate technical recruitment. His Higlmess 
the Maharaja Sahib Bahadur appointed a Central Recruiting 
Committee with Shii Bada Maharaj Kumar Sahib as its 
President and Rai Sahib Shah Goverdlian ^al Ka^a 
its Honorary Secretary. The other members of the Com 
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ato Mf. A.P. Cox, Director of Education, Mr. Narain Das 
and Lodha Balldshenji. The Committee has during the 
last tliree years done valuable work in the cause of Technical 
Recruitment. It organised both Jodhpur and the districts 
by forming 13 MohaUa and 22 District Committees. 
Suitable volunteers were appointed as Chairmen of MohaUa 
Committees, and Hakims those of the District Committees. 
A substantial sum of money was earmarked in the Budget 
by the Government of Jodhpur for giving rewards to volun- 
teers who helped m recruitment. 

According to the records maintained with the H.A.T.R.O. 
the total number of recruits brought in was 2700 by the 
30th June, 1945, out of which nearly a thousand were en- 
roUed, details of which are as follows: — 


1. Technical Trainees 

2. Army Teclmicians 

3. Teclmicians in R.I.A.F. 

4. Technicians in R.I.N. 

5. Clerks and Clerk Trainees 

6. Ranks in I.A.M.C. 


7. Civihan Clerks and Technicians 


8. Miscellaneous 


State Servants in Defence Services. 


Total 


In order to encourage recruitment. His Highness the 
Maharaja Sahib Bahadur was pleased to sanction a number 
of facilities to State Servants joining MiUtaty Service in- 
cluding the keeping open of the employees posts and the 
retention of their Ken thereon. As a result of this 



sympathetic policy, as many as 178 State Officials joined 
the Defence Services as per details given below. 


Department. 

No. OF Ofeioers. 

Others. 

1. Excise & Salt Department 

• « 

« • 

6 

2. Central Jail Department 

0 * 

2 

8 

3. Medical Department 

» t 

17 

11 

4. Pohce Department 

• • 

1 

66 

5. Education Department 

• • 

2 

15 

6. Hakumats 

• • 

• • 

19 

7. Motor Garage 

• • 

• t 

6 

8. Mehkma Khas . . 

• • 

• • 

3 

9. Plying Club 

» • 

. 2 

1 

10. Others 

• • 

4 

15 

Total 

Officer Recruitment. 

» • 

28 

150 


Special efforts were made to find suitable young men 
for officer appointments in the three fighting services, the 
Indian Army, the Royal Indian Navy and the Royal Indian 
Air Force. His Highness personally made special appeals. 
In one he said, “I trust that the martial races of Marwar 
mil not fail to keep up their reputation and will not fail to 
produce an adequate number of officers for the three services 
commensurate with their liistoric record of courage and 
loyalty.” On the recommendation of Shri Bada Maharaj 
Kumar Sahib, President Central Recruiting Committee, 
the Jodhpur dovernraent announced that the State would 
give a reward of Rs. 1,000/- to a successful officer when he 
receives his commission as a Pilot Officer after compio -mg 
liis training and six months probationary period, 


! 


T2:e tsb:-:- gives the ntutiber of crriliaiis v-ho offered 

ther^selves for Eniergency Coiamisrloiis in His Hajesry’s 
d-rrin^- the neriod 1940 to oChh Jnne. 1945. 


ir orees a 

1. 1940 

2. 1941 
S. i94i 
4. 194S 


‘2 candidateB 
40 candidates 
37 candidates 
44 candidates 
51 candidates 


6. 1945 


iota 1 

Arny CTetre Trj^yjn.j Ccnr-*:. 

~ 

T-llcT'c “3^ HO Cvrr.SS Hr3HZZ 




candicates 
six montlis) 


201 






Lg centre in Ptaipaf.ana_. the 

Darhaz ~rPg"~ 'Schec'h in Jodhpnr. The State has niven a 
sta'Cions ■Dtmga_o~ cor tne tesc-aence oi tne trainees and a 
te~ nieniDers of the staff of the school are ennared as 
instmctots. ine fasses began in hT-oTenib'er 1944 and br 
tne enc. ot ~ j ~i i". oS oots han been a'CmitteE -ont of rrhich IT 
nan already passed oitn. Cti the average, it tahes 4 months 
~tr tne toys to complete the rrescribed conrse and nass the 
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Accordingly, Rai Sahib Shah Goverdhan Lai Kabra 
was appointed Honorary Recruiting Officer, Labour on the 
7th March 1942 and he proceeded at once with his task of 
collecting labour. At first the situation did not seem 
hopeful as there was a labour shortage even for the local 
mines at Degana which too had to be kept going as they 
were engaged upon essential war work. However, by 
efficiently organising the districts and putting enthusiastic 
and competent workers there, two units of nearly 1300 men 
were got ready within 2 months. 

The first unit of 800 men equipped with food implements, 
blankets, durries and utensils etc., and divided into gangs 
with gang commanders, left Jodhpur on 4th May 1942 in a 
special tram under the Command of Mr. Kundan Lai, and 
with Dr. B.N. Chatter] ee as the Medical Officer. The 
second labour unit consisting of 476 labourers left Jodhpur 
on 26th May 1942 with Mr. Ahmed Khan as Unit Comman- 
der and Mr. Hans Raj Singhal as Medical Officer. 

All expenses in connection with the recruiting establish- 
ment and lodging arrangements of labourers at Jodhpur 
pending their departure were borne by the Government 
of Jodhpur. 

The two units after serving for about six months 
returned as one unit on 11th November, 1942. It was dis- 
banded by the 13th November, 1942 after the men had 
been paid their repatriation charges. 



Chapter iv. 


AIR TRAINING CENTRE. 


Air Commodore His Highness the Maharaja .Sahib 
Bahadur of Jodhpui’ was the first Indian Ruler to be gi’auted 
Honorary Aii' Rank as a tribute to Ins personal interest in 
flying and in the needs of chdl and service air develop* 
ment. 


Immediately oil the outbreak of the waT His Highness 
placed at the disposal of the Government of India the 
amenities of liis Fljung Club and aerodrome. 

The organisation of the rij'ing Club v/as utiJ^ed in 
January 1941 as a Chdl Air Training Centre with 
pupils and five aircraft of v/hich i&B Highncr,.} ^ 
contributed two training machines. 
accommodated in and catered for by the .Aate o.^. 

From this small beginning the_ centre 7'(: 

a Service Training 
instructors all 
provided by the Jodhp- 
machines, 
the R, 
tary 

were added 

over as 

is the Chief EngineeT of the unit 
his 

services. 


ezigeneies of E-A.r. 
pnb]ice.t!o^ of .stafeiet v-cca: hv.-"' 

a but it may be said the vgsA 

and sevei'al ti-oueand retpe-et. » ■-"w' ' , ''ost eg-* 

e of t*''e ezietohee 


•e reb *z*"-r" 




single fatal accident to a pnpil and the efficiency of the 
tvainii\g and the high standard of maintenance of the aiv' 
craft have been the subject of generons commendation by 
high ranking officers of the B.A.F. 

In conclusion it may be added that any financial profits 
accruing to the centre as a resnlt of its agreemeid Avith the 
GoAmrnment of India, liave been presented by His Highness 
to the H.A.F. either as contributions towards the expenses 
of local nnits or as a donation to the H.A.F. Benevolent 
Fnnd. 



Chaptee V. 

NATIONAL WAR FRONT. 

The National War Front Movement was inaugurated 
m Jodhpur on May 15, 1942 by His Highness the Maharaja 
Sahib Bahadur. Under the able leadership and guidance 
of Colonel Maharajadhiraj Shri Sir Ajit Singh ji Sahib it 
has made verj’^ rapid strides in establishing contact with 
the people and making its work felt all round. 

The organisation has a Central Office, District and 
other Leaders, a Social Service Unit and a School section. 

The Central Office plans, edits and prepares speeches 
and literature for circulation (which is very wide) and 
arranges big meetings in the city and districts and sends 
propaganda parties to different places. 

District Leaders have helped to carry the message of 
the Front to the remotest corners of Mar war. The State 
Public Health Department has been of great help and 
illustrated shows and talks given by their staff have proved 
very effective. Ayurvedic Aid Posts have proved another 
popular agency. Special meetings have proved very 
successful. Some of the notable meetings were at the 
following places — 

Shortly after the inauguration of the National War 
Front Movement in Mar war a mammoth meeting was held 
at Pali on 20th June 1942. It was addressed by Colonel 
Maharajadhiraj Shri Sir Ajit Singhji Sahib, Leader, Natio^I 
War Front. A purse of Rs. 10,000/- was presented for 
war purposes. 

Shri Bada Maharajkumar Sahib presided over 
meeting of citizens, Seths and other notables 
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on 21st Aucnst, 1P42, Tcherc Cj pnrso of Ks, d.OOO v-ns prosonr- 
ed. ^vliicli siiin v.ns gm'n ovor for Tiie MVc P\irposos Pinni. 

Another mass meeting vms addressed oy Shri Pe^da 
3 Iaharaikumar $ednh at A again on 22nd^ ^eptemoer. 1942 
\vhere a purse of Ps^ 11, Odd ' ^'ms ofteren. 




rai: ar dlerra 


i 

-.VV 


_LSi. O.m \ . -k, “i-o I — v.v i. 

v.-ilich ^^iis attended among others by s^hri Pada 
kumar Sahib, the Chief dhnisrer, I.eader Aarhnal War 
Pront and dir, Ihirkes, Kegienai Cgganiser, A handsome 
pnrse of Pe* 60,000 - for a tighter Plane v.ns presenre-d re> 
Shxi Pada dlaharaikinnar Salnb vCm pmsided o^‘er the 
function. The Chief hlinisrer also addressed the meeting. 

The hTaticnal War Pront idea has been conveyed to 
the masses in conjnnciion ^vith social uplift A%-ork. the 
latter being largely in the nature of relief vu'ork, Tiie v.-ork 
has been performed rhreugh the agency of social v.-orkers 
and social institutions a^id particniar stress has been laid 
on the ^velIare of soldiers and soldiers' families. Informa- 
ri^*e Propaganda about problems of local importanco has 
been dissenunated at local Pairs and PestWals v.'itli the 
assistaiice of film and marie lantern dis'o'a'A's. A rood 

s, V V s,. 

ana Weeaeai Jo.eLiet aas 
discussion of dhlitarv 


deal of Aiiti-dlalaria Propaganda and Wedieai Pell 
been successfully combined ^vhh 
topics. 

A Cchooi section under the guidance of tlie Pirector of 
Pducatian is dolnr vv-enderfrdiv Av-ell. Pallics aro lield 'ov 
rotation at different schools. A big Annuai Pally and 
Enhi'oitioii is an impotrant fearurc of the 'dfe in Tod'caoiir. 
Various competitions arc held — bT.VhP. Play-Iet competition. 
Essay competition. Poem competition and Poster compe- 
tition. Prom time to time tlie scliools ha^'e staged pla\'s 
or play-lets, dialogues, scenes, etc, bearing iipon'hTatioiial 
War Pront, 


Xciio'f^c.l V~Gr J: rc^'.i EXAcmc-G 

One oiitstandins: aebieveinent oi 


t'ue National War 


Front, iSIari^ur is the setting ito oi the Xational War Front 



Exhibition Train on behalf of the Rajputana States. It 
was given an official send-off by His Highness the Maharaja 
Sahib Bahadur on 1st December, 1943 in the presence of 
a distinguished gathering. The tra/Ui was equipped with 
models of War implements, captured enemy equipment, 
an Itahan Elag captured by His Highness the Maharaja of 
Dewas; Panels and Posters illustrating a N.W.E. objective 
section on Post-war Reconstruction Planniug Model Village, 
etc. 


The train successfully visited 95 stations in Rajputana 
and over 6 lacs of people saw the train. This moving 
exhibition was very highly appreciated by the Central Govern- 
ment and by the various States visited by the train. 

Now at the close of hostilities the National War Front 
Organisation is being closed down. 





C'jiArn:H vi. 



The AssomUly of 12,000 r.S.A. .Mi'lrc \Viin(,iiH 

at I'fydoraiiad (Sind) was nndt'idakon f)v llio R;'Jlwa,y for 
War and Knilway Hi'jauinu'nts and is (‘xjK'clrd 1{) lu; (snn- 
plolcd shortly. 

Terhnioal '.rran'iiinu was started ;»t- the .Iod!i])iir Ih’.ilw'ay 
Workshops from 1st .Inly 1011. O'In's was eoinaatcal to 
Civmil Centre for tra.inin" nuat snitahlc^ for Army (V'ntres 
from 12th May, 10-12. So f.’ir OOt) tra.iiu'es, have cmnjjloOifl 
training of wln(’h 278 W('re transferred to Civil Jndtifitry 
and Army Centres, 'i’he nnmher a. Hot ted for tradning in 
tho Worksho))S in difha-ent- e('ntres is 2()(). 


(o) and ofJn'r arliclc.^. 


Contracts for the inamifaelnre 
below, were nnd('rt:'.ken hy this r; 
Dcfo.ncc Depa-rtnietit. '.Die articles 


()f ai'tieles, a.s detaa'lcfl 
dlway on holirJf of tlio 
m;i!nifa-ct iircd ai’o:--— 


1. 25 Ponnder streandined shells up to tln^ 

bottling stage . . 

2. Bayonets 

3. Pick- Axe Heads 

4. Wheel Barrows . . 

The maniifactui-e of Piek-Axe Hoads is the only 
in progress at pi’esent and there is a contract for 2j. JJC 

{b) Special trarns rvn for the conelrvction of Avt field-.. 

To expedite the construction of Air kields in 
and to provide fpiickcr tr.ans]K.»j t of 
Quarries, temporary sidings were 
trains were run. 70,000 tons of stone na « ^ - 
carried. 


2,70,000 
.51, .524 
08,002 
344 
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The Railway has assembled 33 locomotives and erected 
539 wagons for the Bengal and Assam Railway. A large 
number of doors and windows and other wood work as 
well as other materials have been manufactured or repaired 
for the R.A.F. and the U.S. Air Forces. 

Eleven locomotives, four boilers, one rail car and 439 
wagons were released for use overseas and seven heavy 
goods locomotives were lent to the Bengal Assam Railway. 

The Railway constructed War Works costing over 
Rs. 5,00,000/- and laid ten miles of track for these. Seven 
Officers and 170 other staff have been spared for 
Military dut 5 ^ 

A reclamation scheme, initiated by the Railway in 
1942 enabled the utilization of 30 tons of scrap per j^'ear, 
thereby saving this amount of raw material. 

The Railway Employees contributed up to September 
1944, Rs. 5,352/- to the Viceroy’s War Fund, Rs. 7,38,510/- 
to the Defence Savings Provident Fund, and Rs. 16,352/- 
to the Jodhpur Railway War Work Party. During 1941-42 
and 1942-43 Rs. 4,00,000/- were contributed by the Railway 
for the purchase of aircraft. 


Ohaptur Vlt. 

JODHPUR’S RED CROSS ACTIVITIES, 

The JodhiDur Branch of the Indian Red Cross has 
pulled its weight during the war period by co-operation with 
Red Cross headquarters, the collection of large funds, 
contributions to various objects, the manufacture and 
despatch of hospital bandages and warm clothing and by 
donation of gifts at Clrristmas time, etc. 

Lad}?- Field was elected President of the local branch in 
1943 and since then the activities of the organisation have 
been enlarged on a wider basis in more systematic^fashion. 

An aggregate sum of Rs. 2,18,636/- has been collected 
by Lady Field dm’ing the last tlnee years by means of Fetes, 
Red Cross weeks, etc. Out of this a sum of Rs. 10,000/- 
m several instalments was donated for amenities for men 
of the Jodhpur State Forces serving over seas; and 
amenities worth Rs. 8,000/- to Rs. 10,000/- annually have 
been contributed to extra provincial relief works e.g. to 
Bengal and Ajmer-Merwara. Minor activities include 
ladies work parties, where clothing for the troops and 
hospital necessities have been made and despatched, the 
manufacture and despatch of a large consignment of 
bandages for the Chinese army, and the organisation of 
Women s work parties among female convicts in jail. 

The normal peace time activities of the Red Cross have 
not been neglected and the question of the expansion of 
these activities in the future with more far-reaching effect 
is being considered. 




Ch.M’TEII viit. 


THE ROAB HOUSE CANTEEN FOR PERSONNEL OF THE 
R. A. F. STATIONED IN JODHPUR. 

British troops first arrived in Jodh])ur in August 1942. 
Soon afterwards a Road Rouse Canteen was organised and 
started by i\[rs. Alington, wife of the Political Agent. 
j\Irs. Alington left Jodh]iur.in A]u-il 1943 and since then this 
organisation has been under the control and su]^crvision of 
Lady Field, with iMrs. Warren as Ronoivii-y Secret ary. The 
Road House has on the whole worked with great- success, 
in spite of unavoidable difficult i('s such as occasionally 
difficult climatic conditions, great difficulties of supply and 
the paucity of Lady licli.'crs. We helievo that the R.A.F. 
as a whole recognise the difficulties we had to confront- and 
warmly appreciate our effort for their welfare. 

The Road House owes its success firstly to His Highness 
the ^Iahara.ja\s symini-thctic attitude towards this institution. 
A building was first su})i)licd free of all charge and has from 
time to time rceeiveii considerable enlargement and 
alteration at State exjxmsc. Electric light and water have 
been supplied free, as have also a playing ground, hot baths 
and the music of the State band. 

His Highness’ .sympathy for and interest ui the R-A«F. 
and R.I.A.F. arc well known and it is not out ^ 
mention here that His Highness has given frequen 
tainments on a most lavish scalo to R.A.F- 
his Cliittar Palace, Balsamand gardens Xmas 

His Highness has never omitted to give p serving in 

presents to every single member of the R- 

Jodlipur at the time. , j 

'oiislv pleS'^sd to 

His Highness the ^faliaraja 'between the 

donate Rs. 1,00,000/- to bp divider 
R-A.F. and R-J.A.F. amenities fw^ " " 
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But ill spite of His Highness’ constant sympathy and 
interest, the Jodhpur Hoad House could not have made 
good had it not boon for the efforts of Lady Field and her 
band of lady helpers. These ladies, one and all, in a most 
admirable spii’it of self-sacrifice and co-operation, have 
kept the show going in all weathers at the sacrifice of 
leisure, time and oven of tlioir own money. We would hke 
those who deci\y the War time activities of British women 
in India to drop in at our Hoad House on a busy evening. 
Working shifts comprise 6 or 7 ladies and it can be under- 
stood that with a total ]iersonncl of about 1200 Airmen 
in and ai’oimd Jodlijuir, the ladies have their hands full. 
Particular credit goes to j\lrs. Warren and those ladies, 
mainly from our Hailwa}^ community, who, when enforced 
absences had reduced the number of lad}^ workers, stuck 
to the work and kept tlic show going through the trying 
months of several hot weathers. 

One feature of Hoad House amenities has, we believe, 
been much appreciated. Hecognising that Airmen like 
to send home gifts to their friends and families and that 
such gifts are very difficult to obtain at fair prices. Lady 
Field has in each year organised a “shop” in time for the 
X’mas season where articles are displayed for sale which 
have been collected from all over India. The articles are 
sold on actual cost basis and are eagerly purchased bj’’ all 
ranks. 


++ 
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The Hostel has for long been supervised and managed 
by Lady Stow and we consider that great credit attaches to 
her for her efficient and tactful control. We were delighted 
to learn tliat her services had been recognised by the award 
of the Kaiser-i-Hind medal m the last Honours List. Great 
credit also goes to Mr. Gulla Ram Chowdhaiy, our Agent 
for the Jodhpur State’s Ootacamiiiid jn’opeity, who has 
co-ojDerated cordially with Lad}’’ Stow tliroughout and has 
contributed hi a large measure to the successful rui nhig of 
the Hostel. Mr. Gulla Ram is an enthusiastic gardener 
and his efforts hi growing vegetables, fruits and flowers have 
brought repeated contrib^utions of food and money to our 
War effort. 


HIS HIGHI^SS THE MAHARAJA’S PROPERTY 
AT JUHU— BOMBAY. 

His Highness, who is greatly interested in the welfare 
of the Royal Air Force, placed at the disxicsal of the R.A.F. 
Headquarters his enth’c property at J uhu — the well known 
sea-side resort 11 miles out of Bombay — to be used as a holi- 
day resort for the persomiel of the R.A.F. 

As there were no buildhigs on this land, His Highness 
donated a sum of Rs. 80,000/- towards the erection of 
buildhigs and equipment. 


T 


CiJAPTHK X. 


WARTIME CONTROLS. 


MOTOR VRHIOLRS. 


Tlio first wartitiu' oontroi to ho onforced was the Motor 
S])ivit Ralioninu Order wliieli eair.e into effect from 
Augusts o. 1941. 

Thanks to tlu' notice', which the Government of India 
had given of tlu'ir intention to introduce this measure, 
.several months of ('lUjuirv and .study were possible so that 
the Jodh])ur ordeu' was published simultaneously with that 
of Biitisli India on August 1, 1041. and allotments to aU 
vehicle use'rs were agreed to and cou]K)ns delivered before 
tho order came into foi'ce. 

The Government of India was ])leascd to allow Jodlipur 
to deal direct wit.h the War OTansjiort Department a 
])rivilcgc shared by about .seven other major States. 

This order was administeied centrally and it was possible 
to make certain innovations which contributed considerab y 
to the efficiency of the scheme. Among these may be 
mentioned the distribution of coupons to vehicle owners 
through tho Police Department, instead of making 
come to receive them at the Government office; and the 

introduction of Ordinary Supplementary ^Motments whi 
were issued on a quarterly instead of a mont i T ^ • j j- 

procedure was in fact copied by the Goyeinmen , 

and other administrations. Tho , rlnrinff the 

achieved was in the neighbourhood of 64 /o became 

later quarters consumption tended to rise as jo^icles became 

older and greater wartime activities were a P- 
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All classes of Vehicle owners took their share of the 
burden and the general opinion is that the reduction was 
achieved with the minimum of inconvenience. 


Subsidiary control measures such as Tyre and Spare 
Parts Rationing orders and the Used Vehicles Control Order 
were introduced by the Government of India without notice, 
but they were brought into effect in Jodhpur with the 
minimum delay. The tyre shortage has been the greatest 
difficulty and has involved a delay of about eight months 
in meeting essential requirements, other than those of 
urgent priority which have been dealt with at once, vSpare 
parts, particular!}^ batteries, caused great difficulty W'hich 
luckily proved to be temporary although it lasted for over 
a year. The Used Vehicles Control Order was introduced 
to remove a great abuse which was flourishing in the form 
of fantastic sale prices for used cars. 


FOOD AND CIVIL SUPPLIES. 

The first control of essential commodities was imposed 
in 1941 when the export of foodgrains and fodder was banned 
and the price of wheat controlled. Large stocks of grain 
were imported and sold at a loss of about Rs. 18 lacs but 
Government considered this expenditure well repaid by the 
comparative absence of the calamitous events which 
occurred elsewhere in August 1942. 

In 1942 a Price Control Department was formally 
created and Sugar, Kerosene, Yarn and other commodities 
were brought under control by measures reciprocal with 
those issued in British India. Further developments included 
Cloth, Firewood, Charcoal, Paper, Hides, Aluminium, Coal 
and Drugs. 

The most important Anti-Hoarding and Profiteering 
Ordinance was also introduced, and has been administered 
by a policy of intelligent inspection. 




H.E. the Commander-in-Chief at "Arranmore’ 




('ontvols oi t.liis nature arc inevitably unpopular, but 
there is no doubt tluil the ])ublic had been put to Very 
considerable ineonv(‘nienee througli tlie shortage of supplies 
and the ju'evalenee of Idaeknuirketing activities among 
unscrupulous lioarders of ]H>])ular commodities. Cloth in 
particular has been tlie subject of difficulties which are 
not due to the l«)eal Government but to the difficulties 
inherent in the distributioii of (piotas to the whole of India. 
Tliere is. how(‘V(‘r. (‘vidmua* tliat the commercial and 
general pul)lic have lu'coine aware of the necessity of these 
controls and that th<‘ ])o.sition has generally improved. 

Xorinally .Iodh]uir was a deficit area in foodgrains but 
thanks to two uood monsoons in 194.3 and 1944 no demands 
have h.-id to Ix' ma(h‘ from the Government of India since 
the severe famine of HKIS'HMO. This has resulted in an 
indirect cont ribul i(m of about 7000 tons of foodgrains per 
annum. It has not becm found advisable to introduce 
rationinir in the urban areas of the State. The procurement 
of buffer stocks has avm’ted <iny difficulty in the matter of 
shortagt' and price* of foodgrains. and it is hoped that by 
an iin})rov('d ]inlicv of j)ro(‘uroment, Jodhpur may stiU 
further eontribut'C* t<> t.he gen(*ral ])roblcm of India’s Supplies. 
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